Literacy overview
As described in the Australian Curriculum, English focuses on developing students’ analytical, creative and critical
thinking and communication skills in all language modes (Productive mode: speaking, writing and creating and
Receptive modes: listening, reading and viewing). It encourages students to engage with texts from their
contemporary world, with texts from the past and with texts from Australian and other cultures. Such engagement
helps students develop a sense of themselves, their world and their place in it.
In the lower primary, students understand the different purposes of texts. They make connections to personal
experience when explaining characters and main events in short texts. They identify the language features, images
and vocabulary used to describe characters and events. Students read aloud, with developing fluency and
intonation, short texts with some unfamiliar vocabulary, simple and compound sentences and supportive images.
When reading, they use knowledge of sounds and letters, high frequency words, sentence boundary punctuation
and directionality to make meaning. They listen to others when taking part in conversations, using appropriate
language features. Students understand how characters in texts are developed and give reasons for personal
preferences. They create texts that show understanding of the connection between writing, speech and images.
They create short texts for a small range of purposes. When writing, students provide details about ideas or events.
They accurately spell words with regular spelling patterns and use capital letters and full stops. They correctly form
all upper- and lower-case letters.
In the middle primary, students understand how content can be organised using different text structures depending
on the purpose of the text. They understand how language features, images and vocabulary choices are used for
different effects. They read texts that contain varied sentence structures, a range of punctuation conventions, and
images that provide additional information. They identify literal and implied meaning connecting ideas in different
parts of a text. Students create structured texts to explain ideas for different audiences. They make presentations
and contribute actively to class and group discussions, varying language according to context. They demonstrate
understanding of grammar, select vocabulary from a range of resources and use accurate spelling and punctuation,
editing their work to improve meaning.
In the upper primary, students explain how text structures assist in understanding the text. They understand how
language features, images and vocabulary influence interpretations of characters, settings and events.
They analyse and explain literal and implied information from a variety of texts. They describe how events,
characters and settings in texts are depicted and explain their own responses to them. They listen and ask questions
to clarify content. They develop and explain a point of view about a text, selecting information, ideas and images
from a range of resources. Students create a variety of sequenced texts for different purposes and audiences. They
make presentations and contribute actively to class and group discussions. When writing, they demonstrate
understanding of grammar, select specific vocabulary and use accurate spelling and punctuation, editing their work
to provide structure and meaning.

